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Synopsis

A writer’s all-consuming passion for salsa opens the door to an unexpected world in a nonfiction tale
with all the sexiness and humor of the best chick litSamantha Dunn is a horsewoman who’s not
exactly graceful-more comfortable in a barn than in a ballroom. Her introduction to salsa dancing
happens by chance in a kitchen during a dinner with a blacksmith from South America. To impress
this handsome man on their next date, she decides to take a dance lesson. But then the
unpredictable happens: from the first steps, something about the movement and the exotic, sliding
music takes hold of her. From that point on, Dunn throws herself into the salsa culture. She soaks
up the Spanish language-an easy feat in her home city of Los Angeles-and begins a peculiar
relationship with her dance instructor, a local salsa celebrity. What started off as a lark becomes a
quest that reframes her life, changing the way she thinks about her body, her relationships with men
and women, her personal history, and even her country. She is hearing tropical rhythms in her head,
taking lessons, buying Lycra, and cruising unexplored sections of the vast Southern California
metropolis on weeknights in search of the sweaty, packed salsa clubs. And as Latino culture
becomes ever more influential in California, she is recognizing the changes in her own life mirrored
in the city she thought she knew. Faith in Carlos Gomez is a story of a woman discovering love-for
salsa dancing, for music, for a culture, and for Carlos Gomez-and determined to learn whatever

steps she’ll need to keep up.
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Customer Reviews



Samantha Dunn is addicting. The voluptuous, red-headed journalist --- labeled a combination of
Sophia Loren and Dale Evans --- from the sagebrush of the Southwest writes what may be
described as the "country" alternative to Candace Bushnell's SEX AND THE CITY. Yet there is a
rich, genuine leather to Dunn’s narrative that propels and inspires. Dunn has been alluring from her
first book, the novel FAILING PARIS, to her first memoir, NOT BY ACCIDENT, when she hilariously
and bravely chronicled her recovery from a near-fatal horse-riding accident.This third offering,
FAITH IN CARLOS GOMEZ, takes up where NOT BY ACCIDENT left off. A fully recovered Dunn
becomes obsessed with, of all things, salsa music and "the dance." The leap from the stables to the
big city dance floors is not so broad considering Dunn’s first post-accident conversation with the
man who saved her life. Edward Albert Jr. reminds her: "When we were waiting for the paramedics
to find us, all of a sudden you asked me why you didn’t dance. Do you remember that?"And the
dance begins. On the lookout for the next freelance magazine article, Dunn spots her opportunity
when she falls for a South American man. She takes dancing lessons to impress him and to fit in
with his crowd, but salsa, she quickly learns, is not square dancing. For the novice, salsa is a
struggle. For the committed, salsa is a way of life, a celebration of freedom, a journey toward
enlightenment.Like a new lover, salsa takes over. Dunn writes that it is inside the Conga Room on
Wilshire, surrounded outside by the phoniness of Hollywood, watching her partner dance, that:

"there seems to hang an acceptance for what we are, this human thing.
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